
Electric car and van
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Are you better off
being electric?
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Less expensive to maintain 
Did you know that an electric vehicle has only a hand-
ful of moving parts compared to a traditional internal 
combustion engine (ICE) vehicle, which has hundreds? 
That means fewer items prone to failure, which 
equates to simpler servicing and lower cost.  
In fact, electric cars cost, on average, 23% less1 to 
maintain over a three-year/60,000-mile period than 
petrol vehicles.  

Fewer wear and tear items  
When the driver takes their foot off the accelerator, 
electric vehicles use regenerative braking to slow the 
vehicle down and harness the energy to feed it back 
into the battery pack. With a reduced reliance on 
traditional braking systems, wear and tear on brake 
pads and tyres is significantly reduced, especially 
when driving in city traffic.  

Fewer replacement parts  
Although there are still the traditional maintenance 
costs such as tyre replacement and inspection of the 
drive components,  much of the regular maintenance 
that’s critical to proper engine performance on ICE 
vehicles simply won’t be needed.   

That means potential fleet savings on: 

•    Regular oil and oil filter changes 

•    Engine air filter replacement 

•    Transmission fluid changes 

•    Spark plug or glow plug replacement  

Furthermore, your drivers won’t have to ensure that 
engine coolant and oil levels are sufficiently topped-
up. For plug-in hybrid vehicles that typically run their 
combustion engines less often than conventional 
vehicles, savings can also be made with less frequent 
oil and coolant changes and reduced wear and tear.      

Simpler drivetrains   
Electric vehicles have no combustion engine and 
therefore no fuel pumps, fuel filters, spark plugs or 
glow plugs that require maintenance or replacement. 
That means there’s a lower chance of expensive 
repair bills - either through wear and tear or lack 
of maintenance – and more control over company 
vehicle costs, especially important when fleets aren’t 
covered by a service contract.    

Furthermore, with just four components which 
include; a battery, on-board charger, inverter and 
motor, and fewer moving parts, electric vehicles 
are less likely to go wrong, resulting in less vehicle 
downtime and a more reliable fleet.   

Are electric vehicles 
the SMaRt option? 
Month on month, more and more businesses across every 
industry are looking to add electric vehicles into their fleets. 
But aside from the day-to-day savings in fuel, what does switching 
really mean to your service, maintenance and repair costs? 

A Renault Zoe can be 54% cheaper to maintain 
than a petrol Renault Clio over 3 years and 
60,000 miles*. 

A Nissan LEAF can be 31% cheaper to maintain 
than a petrol Nissan Juke over 3 years and 
60,000 miles*.A Volkswagen e-Golf can be 45% cheaper to 

maintain than a diesel Volkswagen Golf over 
3 years and 60,000 miles*.

Cost-saving fact
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Save cost on servicing   
Since pure electric vehicles don’t require engine oil, 
longer service intervals could mean more potential 
cost benefits. Unlike petrol and diesel vehicles, 
which require an oil change every 12 months or 
15,000 or 20,000 miles, they typically don’t require 
a first service until 18,000 miles or two years, after 
which inspections are needed every 18,000 miles or 
every two years.

Are electric vehicles 
the SMaRt option? 
Continued. 

A BMW i3 can be 30% cheaper to maintain 
than a diesel BMW 1-Series over 3 years and 
60,000 miles*.

Cost-saving fact

Better off being electric?
Electric vehicles may not yet be a viable solution for every business but 
making the switch can yield significant cost-saving benefits across your fleet.

Through our tailored, no-obligation tools and advice, and trusted expertise 
in ultra-low emission vehicles, Volkswagen Financial Services I Fleet is ideally 
placed to help you decide.  
 
To find out more about how the significant difference in service and 
maintenance costs can help your business run more efficiently, while taking 
greater control of budgets, get in touch.   

1According to research by cap hpi   

*Source: https://www.fleetnews.co.uk/car-running-costs-calculator
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