
EV-4-ME?
guide
Are your drivers equipped for 
the transition to EVs/ULEVs?



Brochure title2

Do they have easy access to charging at home?  
Apart from being easy and convenient, charging at 
home is inexpensive and the most cost-effective 
option. But before installing home charge points, 
there are certain factors to take into consideration. 
For example, if your driver doesn’t have a driveway 
or a garage, do they have a dedicated parking space 
near to the house? And if so, is it possible to install 
a charge point? It’s important to bear in mind that 
if your driver has no off-street parking, or lives in a 
rented property, getting a charger installed won’t 
always be a viable option. 

What are the tax implications versus a petrol 
or diesel car?  
The good news for your drivers is that costs are likely 
to be considerably lower.  

Under tax bands for 2021/22, pure EVs (those with 
battery power only) have a Benefit-in-Kind (BiK) tax 
rate of 1%. This increases to 2% in 2022/23 tax year 
and is frozen at 2% for 2022/23. 2023/24 tax years.  

For plug-in hybrids with CO₂ emissions up to 50g/km, 
BiK rates are banded on how far these vehicles travel 
on electric power alone. For cars registered from 
6 April 2021, a sliding scale goes from 13% for up to 
29 miles through to 1% for more than 130 miles. 

Drivers that charge their electric vehicle at work will 
not incur a BiK fuel benefit charge on the electricity 
used. However, a fuel benefit charge can still apply for 
petrol or diesel provided for a plug-in hybrid.

What about fuel advisory rates?    
If your driver is used to receiving petrol or diesel 
allowances for reclaiming fuel used for business 
mileage, it may be worth advising your drivers that 
at just 4p per mile, the advisory fuel rate for electric 
vehicles is lower.   

Because specific rates for plug-in hybrid vehicles are 
yet to be announced, existing petrol and diesel rates 
should continue to be used.    

Will your drivers save money on charges?   
Electric vehicles and almost all plug-in hybrids are 
currently exempt from charges or restrictions levied 
by Clean Air and Ultra Low Emission Zones. Being able 
to enter the zones removes the need to take public 
transport or walk.  

Does the vehicle suit the driver’s personal lifestyle?     
One of the key factors to consider when transitioning 
electric cars or vans into your business, is the issue 
of driver acceptance, especially when it comes to 
range and charging time. Encouraging your drivers 
to become acquainted with an EV over a day or two 
(long enough to see if it matches their lifestyle) 
should help overcome any concerns they have about 
making the switch. To this end, Volkswagen Financial 
Services | Fleet offers manufacturer test-drive 
programmes across many makes and models.  

EV-4-ME? guide: are your drivers 
equipped for the transition?  
Once you’ve used our EV-4-ME? advisor tool to establish that an 
electric vehicle or plug-in hybrid can work for your business, the next 
step is ensuring that your drivers are ready for the transition. 
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Why is driving efficiently so important?  
Before your drivers get behind the wheel, learning 
about the efficient driving techniques needed to 
maximise range is important. For example, driving 
at steadier and lower speeds, avoiding harsh braking 
and knowing how best to conserve energy when 
using air conditioners and heaters, can all help your 
drivers get the most out of an electric vehicle.   

What happens in the event of a breakdown?   
Your drivers will be reassured to know that operatives 
from all of the major breakdown organisations have 
been fully trained in helping electric cars or vans 
at the roadside and can also recover vehicles to the 
nearest charge point if they run out of charge. 
Drivers of Volkswagen Financial Services | Fleet-
funded vehicles can rely on support through our 
Driverline concierge service, 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week.

What about charging?  
With around 60% of charging typically done at home 
overnight, and a further 30% at a place of work 
(where available), reliance on the public charging 
network is limited. Even so, electric vehicle charging 
points are becoming ever more common at hotels, 
restaurants, pubs, supermarkets and gyms, as well 
as on the motorway network and in public car parks. 
Many destination chargers are also free to use. When 
planning a trip further afield, there are applications 
such as ZapMap that allow your drivers to see all the 
charging points across the UK and compare prices. 
Your drivers will also be able to see whether they can 
pay the network directly or whether they require a 
subscription card before use.

Can energy be sold back to the grid?  
Technology is being developed to allow an EV to feed 
electricity back into the grid at times of peak demand 
– known as Vehicle-to-Grid (V2G). Although this will 
present an earnings opportunity for the driver, if the 
vehicle is charged at the workplace, this will be an 
issue for an HR department to consider. 

Concerns about battery disposal?   
As longevity continues to improve, concerns around 
battery degradation are becoming less and less 
relevant. However, for drivers concerned about 
the environmental issues associated with battery 
disposal, there are initiatives that make use of used 
car batteries and give them a second life. 
This includes using recycled car batteries to connect to 
the residential energy supply or solar panels to charge 
up the battery during off-peak times and storing it 
to use during peak periods. As well as levelling out 
demand between peak and off-peak demand, any 
excess electricity could potentially be sold back to 
the grid network, earning additional income. Used 
car batteries are also being trialled as mobile power 
sources, replacing generators with a silent power 
source when you’re away from the power grid. 
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Making the switch  
At Volkswagen Financial Services I Fleet, we know that 
making the switch to electric vehicles can be daunting. 
That’s why we have a range of advisory tools to help as-
sess what’s best for you and provide the information you 
need to make informed business decisions. You can rely 
on our impartial advice and industry knowledge to help 
your fleet reach its very best potential. 

Contact our EVolve EV experts to further 
discuss equipping your drivers for the 
transition to EV.  
 
https://www.vwfsfleet.co.uk/contact-us/
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